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SUBJECT: CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT, RESOURCES AND EVALUATION  
 
 

The Board of Education supports and encourages development of a District-wide, articulated 
curriculum that conforms to state mandates and is responsive to the needs of children in a rapidly 
changing society. The principals of the elementary and secondary schools shall be responsible to the 
Superintendent for developing District-wide efforts toward the short and long-range improvement of 
curriculum and instruction.   
 
Curriculum Resources  
 

There are many resources for curriculum development that exist in our School District, and the 
instructional staff, under the guidance of the administration, is expected to delve into those resources 
for possible improvement of the instructional program. Each teacher has the privilege of being an 
initiator of improvement, as well as a reactor to changing conditions, and the principals shall be 
involved in curriculum development.   
 

From the staff, the Superintendent may appoint curriculum study committees, and their findings, 
as well as the collective judgments of the staff about the pertinence of various possible changes, shall 
be submitted by the Superintendent to the Board of Education for consideration in the forming of 
curriculum policy. 
 
Curriculum Evaluation  
 

The Board of Education shall direct a continuing evaluation of the curriculum as part of a 
program of instructional improvement.   
 

All aspects of the curriculum shall be subjected to a searching and critical analysis in an attempt 
to improve the learning and growth of students.   
 

The administrative staff shall evaluate the curriculum in a systematic manner, involving school 
personnel and others as appropriate.   
 

The administrative staff shall make periodic recommendations for action by the Board.  The 
Board of Education from time to time may invite teachers or others to discuss the curriculum.   
 
 
 
 

Education Law Sections 1709 and 3204 
 
 
 
 
Adopted:  6/11/01 
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SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR PART 100 VARIANCE OR PART 200 INNOVATIVE  
   PROGRAM WAIVER FROM COMMISSIONER'S REGULATIONS 
 
 

Consistent with the purposes of A New Compact for Learning, the Board of Education 
encourages collaboration by teachers, administrators, parents and students of the District in developing 
innovative educational programs and practices that will lead to greater achievement for all students. 
 

Requests for a variance or waiver from the requirements in Part 100 and Sections 200.1/200.6, 
respectively, of the Commissioner's Regulations must be approved by the local Board of Education 
and signed by the Superintendent of Schools. An application may also be submitted by several 
districts, or a combination of districts, BOCES and/or private schools, applying as a consortium. 
Consortium applications must be approved by each participating local Board of Education and 
Superintendent of Schools. 
 

Subsequent to Board of Education approval, all applications must be forwarded to the District 
Superintendent of Schools of which the local district is a part for review, consultation, and 
recommendation prior to submission to the State Education Department. The District Superintendent 
may provide technical assistance to the applicant and make recommendations to the State Education 
Department. Interested applicants may also request technical assistance through their Regional 
Education Coordinator. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8 New York Code of Rules and Regulations  
(NYCRR) Sections 100.2(n) and 200.6(k) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adopted:  6/11/01 
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SUBJECT: EQUAL EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES  
 
 

It is the policy of this District that each student attending its public schools shall have equal 
educational opportunities and will not be excluded or prevented from participating in or having 
admittance to the educational courses, programs or activities; school services; and extracurricular 
events on the basis of race, color, creed, national origin, political affiliation, sex, age, marital status, 
disability, sexual orientation, or ability to pay. 
 

Administration shall establish grievance procedures that provide for the prompt and equitable 
resolution of complaints pertaining to discrimination on the basis of race, color, creed, national origin, 
political affiliation, sex, age, marital status, disability, sexual orientation or ability to pay. 
 
 
 

Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 
42 United States Code (USC)  
Section 2001-e, et seq. – Prohibits discrimination on  
the basis of race, color, religion, sex or national origin. 

 
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 
42 United States Code (USC)  
Section 2001-d, et seq. – Prohibits discrimination on  
the basis of race, color or national origin. 

 
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973,  
29 United States Code (USC)  
Section 794 et seq.;  
The Americans With Disabilities Act,  
42 United States Code (USC) Section 12101 et seq. –  
Prohibits discrimination on the basis of disability. 

 
Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972,  
20 United States Code (USC)  
Section 1681 et seq. – Prohibits discrimination on the  
basis of sex. 

 
New York State Executive Law  
Section 290 et seq. - Prohibits discrimination on the 
basis of age, race, creed, color, national origin, sex,  
disability or marital status. 

 
Age Discrimination in Employment Act,  
29 United States Code Section 621. 

 



         
Adopted:  6/11/01 
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SUBJECT: SAFETY CONDITIONS AND PROGRAMS 
 
 

The practice of safety will be considered an integral part of the instructional program through 
fire prevention, emergency procedures and drills, driver education, and traffic and pedestrian safety.   
 

Each principal will be responsible for the supervision of a safety program for his/her school.  
 

The safety program may include, but not be limited to, in-service training, plant inspection, fire 
prevention, accident recordkeeping, driver and vehicle safety programs, emergency procedures and 
drills, and traffic safety programs relevant to students, employees and the community.   
 

It shall be the duty of the Board of Education to provide inspections and supervision of the 
health and safety aspects of the school facilities.   
 

Eye safety devices are to be provided by the School District for the protection of employees, 
students and visitors, and worn in the technology education classes and labs when activities present a 
potential eye hazard. The Superintendent or his/her designee will insure that these devices are properly 
repaired, cleaned and stored to prevent the spread of germs or diseases after individuals use them.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Education Law Sections 409, 409-a,  
807-a, and 906  
8 New York Code of Rules and Regulations  
(NYCRR) Part 136 and Section 141.10 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adopted:  6/11/01 
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SUBJECT: PREVENTION INSTRUCTION 
 
 
AIDS Instruction in Health Education 
 

The Board of Education shall provide a health education program that will include appropriate 
instruction for all students concerning Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS). Accurate 
information concerning the nature of the disease, methods of transmission, and means of prevention 
shall be provided in an age-appropriate manner and shall be consistent with community values and 
will stress that abstinence is the most appropriate and effective premarital protection against AIDS.   
 

A Health Advisory Committee consisting of appropriate school personnel, School Board 
members, parents, religious representatives, and other community members shall be established in 
order to make recommendations for curriculum content, implementation, and evaluation of an AIDS 
instructional program. Appropriate training will be provided for instructional staff.   
 

No student shall be required to receive instruction concerning the methods of prevention of 
AIDS if the parent or legal guardian has filed with the school principal a written request that the 
student not participate in such instruction, with an assurance that the student will receive this 
instruction at home. 
 
Substance Abuse-Prevention Instruction 
 

The Board of Education recognizes the need to educate students on the hazards of alcohol, 
tobacco and/or drug abuse. A prevention program will be developed to inform students of:  
 

a) Causes for substance abuse; 
 

b) Physical and psychological damage associated with substance abuse;  
 

c) Avoidance of alcohol, tobacco and drugs. 
 

d) Dangers of driving while under the influence of alcohol or drugs. 
 
Environmental Conservation Instruction 
 

The Board of Education supports and encourages the development of a District-wide, articulated 
curriculum of environmental conservation integrated into other program disciplines.   
 
 
 
 
 

(Continued) 
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SUBJECT: PREVENTION INSTRUCTION  (Cont'd.) 
 
 
Fire and Arson Prevention Instruction  
 

The Board of Education directs the administration to provide instruction in fire and arson 
prevention for all students in each school for a period of not less than forty-five (45) minutes each 
month that school is in session.   
 
Student Safety 
 

Instruction in courses in technology education, science, home and career skills, art and physical 
education, health, and safety shall include and emphasize safety and accident prevention.   
 

Safety instruction shall precede the use of materials and equipment by students in applicable 
units of work in the courses listed above, and instructors shall teach and enforce all safety procedures 
relating to the particular courses. These shall include the wearing of protective eye devices in 
appropriate activities.   
 
Emergency Planning   
 

The School District shall maintain updated plans and operating procedures to be followed in the 
event of natural or manmade disasters or enemy attack. Students shall be provided instruction to 
respond effectively in emergency situations.   
 
Instruction on Prevention of Child Abduction 
 

All students in grades K through 8 in District schools shall receive instruction designed to 
prevent the abduction of children. Such instruction shall be provided by or under the direct supervision 
of regular classroom teachers and the Board of Education shall provide appropriate training and 
curriculum materials for the regular classroom teachers who provide such instruction.  However, at the 
Board's discretion, such instruction may be provided by any other public or private agency. 
 

The Commissioner of Education will provide technical assistance to assist in the development of 
curricula for such courses of study which must be age appropriate and developed according to the 
needs and abilities of students at successive grade levels in order to provide awareness skills, 
information, self-confidence, and support to aid in the prevention of child abduction. 
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SUBJECT: PREVENTION INSTRUCTION  (Cont'd.) 
 
 

For purposes of developing such courses of study, the Board of Education may establish local 
advisory councils or utilize the school-based shared decision making and planning committee 
established pursuant to the Regulations of the Commissioner to make recommendations concerning 
the content and implementation of such courses. Alternatively, the District may utilize courses of 
instruction developed by consortia of school districts, boards of cooperative educational services, other 
school districts, or any other public or private agency. Such advisory council shall consist of, but not 
be limited to, parents, school trustees and Board members, appropriate school personnel, business and 
community representatives, and law enforcement personnel having experience in the prevention of 
child abduction. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AIDS Instruction:  8 New York Code of Rules and 
Regulations (NYCRR) Section 135.3(b)(2) and (c)(2) 
Substance Abuse: Education Law Section 804 
8 New York Code of Rules and Regulations  
(NYCRR) Section 135.3(a) 
Student Safety: Education Law Section 808 
8 New York Code of Rules and Regulations  
(NYCRR) Sections 107 and 155 
Fire and Arson: Education Law Section 808 
Civil Preparedness:  New York State 
Office of Disaster Preparedness 
Prevention of Child Abduction: 
Education Law Section 803-a 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



         
 
Adopted:  6/11/01 
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SUBJECT: FIRE DRILLS, BOMB THREATS AND BUS EMERGENCY DRILLS  
 
 
Fire Drills 
 

The administration of each school building shall provide instruction for and training of students, 
through fire drills, in procedures for leaving the building in the shortest possible time and without 
confusion or panic.   
 

Fire drills shall be held at least twelve (12) times in each school year; eight (8) of these shall be 
held between September 1 and December 1.  At least one (1) of the twelve (12) drills shall be held 
during each of the regular lunch periods, or shall include special instruction on the procedures to be 
followed if a fire occurs during a student's lunch period.   
 

At least two (2) additional drills shall be held during summer school in buildings where summer 
school is conducted and one of these drills shall be held during the first week of summer school. 
 
After-School Programs 
 

The building principal or his/her designee shall require those in charge of after-school programs, 
attended by any individuals unfamiliar with the school building, to announce at the beginning of such 
programs the procedures to be followed in the event of an emergency. 
 
Bomb Threats 
 
School Bomb Threats 
 
 A bomb threat, even if later determined to be a hoax, is a criminal action.  No bomb threat 
should be treated as a hoax when it is first received.  The school has an obligation and responsibility to 
ensure the safety and protection of the students and other occupants upon the receipt of any bomb 
threat.  This obligation must take precedence over a search for a suspect object.  Prudent action is 
dependent upon known information about the bomb threat - location, if any; time of detonation; etc.  If 
the bomb threat is targeted at the school parking lot or the front of the school, building evacuation may 
not be an appropriate response.  If the bomb threat indicates that a bomb is in the school, then building 
evacuation is necessary unless the building has been previously inspected and secured in accordance 
with State Education Department Guidelines and as incorporated in the School Emergency 
Management Plan and administrative regulations. 
 
 The decision to evacuate a building or to take shelter is dependent upon information about where 
the bomb is placed and how much time there is to reach a place of safety.  Prudent action dictates that 
students and other occupants be moved from a place of danger to a place of safety.  Routes of egress 
and evacuation or sheltering areas must be thoroughly searched for suspicious objects before ordering 
an evacuation.  Failure to properly search evacuation routes before an evacuation takes place can 
expose students and staff to more danger than remaining in place until the search has taken place.  



         
Assistance is available from local police agencies and the New York State Police to train staff to check 
evacuation routes. 

(Continued) 
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SUBJECT: FIRE DRILLS, BOMB THREATS AND BUS EMERGENCY DRILLS  
   (Cont'd.) 
 
 
Police Notification and Investigation 
 
 A bomb threat to a school is a criminal act, which is within the domain and responsibility of law 
enforcement officials.  Appropriate State, county, and/or local law enforcement agencies must be 
notified of any bomb threat as soon as possible after the receipt of the threat.  Law enforcement 
officials will contact, as the situation requires, fire and/or county emergency coordinators according to 
the county emergency plan. 
 
 Therefore, the building administrator or designee is to notify local law enforcement officials and 
follow established procedures to move all occupants out of harm's way. 
 
Implementation 
 
 The Board of Education directs the Superintendent or his/her designee to develop administrative 
regulations to implement the terms of this policy. Additionally, such regulations are to be incorporated 
in  the  School Emergency  Management  Plan ,  with  provisions for written notification  by October 1 
of each school year  to all students and staff about emergency procedures, an annual emergency drill, 
and the annual updating of the School Emergency Management Plan as mandated pursuant to law 
and/or regulation. 
 
Bus Emergency Drills  
 

The Board of Education directs the administration to conduct a minimum of three (3) emergency 
drills to be held on each school bus during the school year.  The first drill is to be conducted during the 
first week of the fall term, the second between November 1st and December 31st, and the third 
between March 1st and April 30th.   
 

Each drill shall include instruction in all topics mandated by the Education Law and the 
Commissioner's Regulations and shall include, but will not be limited to, the following:   
 

a) Safe boarding and exiting procedures;  
 

b) The location, use and operation of the emergency door, fire extinguishers, first aid 
equipment and windows as a means of escape in case of fire or accident;  

 
c) Orderly conduct as bus passengers.  

 
Students who ordinarily walk to school shall also be included in the drills.  

8 New York Code of Rules and Regulations 
(NYCRR) Sections 155.13 and 156.3(h)(2) 
Penal Law Sections 240.55, 240.60 and 240.61 



         
Adopted:  6/11/01 Education Law Sections 807 and 3623  
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SUBJECT: CAREER (OCCUPATIONAL) EDUCATION   
 
 

The Board of Education recognizes the need for career education and reaffirms its policy of 
strengthening the local high school career education program through utilization of any available 
federal and state funds for that purpose and of supporting the BOCES program. 
 
Equal Opportunity 
 

The Board of Education prohibits discrimination on the basis of sex, race, color, national origin 
or disability in any career education program or activity of this District. 
 

The career education program and/or activities shall be readily accessible to students with 
disabilities. 
 
Public Notification 
 

Prior to the beginning of each school year or academic semester, the District shall issue an 
appropriate public announcement which advises students, parents, employees and the general public 
that career education opportunities will be offered without regard to sex, race, color, national origin or 
disability. Included in such announcement will be the name, address, and telephone number of the 
person designated to coordinate Title IX/Section 504/ADA activities. 
 
Grievance Procedure 
 

Grievance procedures for resolving complaints regarding discrimination based on sex and/or 
disability shall be disseminated to adequately inform students, parents and employees of the existence 
of these procedures. 
 
BOCES Advisory Council 
 

In accordance with Education Law, the Advisory Council of the BOCES is designated as the 
local Advisory Council for career education in the School District. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Education Law Article 93 
8 New York Code of Rules and Regulations 
(NYCRR) Sections 100.2(h) and 141 et seq. 

 
 
Adopted:  6/11/01 
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SUBJECT: ADULT EDUCATION PROGRAMS 
 
 
 The Board of Education supports a program of adult education that is self-sustaining.  This 
program will be available to senior citizens at no cost.  High School students who are residents of the 
School District may enroll in adult education courses at the regular fee if space is available in the 
course after all adult registration.  No credit will be granted for these courses. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1)  
 
Adopted:  6/11/01 
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SUBJECT: GUIDANCE SERVICES 
 
 

A District plan for the K-12 guidance program shall be filed in the District office and made 
available for public review. This plan shall be subject to annual review and revised as necessary in the 
following areas:  
 

a) Identification of guidance program objectives;  
 

b) Activities to accomplish the objectives;  
 

c) Identification of staff members and other resources to accomplish the objectives;  
 

d) Provisions for the annual assessment of program results.  
 
Guidance Program (7-12)  
 

A coordinated guidance program in Grades 7-12 shall be developed and implemented including 
the following activities and services:  
 

a) Each student's educational progress and career plans will be reviewed annually;  
 

b) Instruction at each grade level to help students learn about various careers and career 
planning skills;  

 
c) Other advisory and counseling assistance which will benefit students such as: helping 

students develop and implement postsecondary education and career plans; helping those 
students exhibiting any behavioral or adjustment problems; and encouraging parental 
involvement;  

 
d) Employment of personnel certified or licensed as school counselors.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8 New York Code of Rules and Regulations 
(NYCRR) Section 100.2(j) 

 
 
 
 
Adopted:  6/11/01 
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SUBJECT: INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAMS:  DRIVER EDUCATION, GIFTED AND 

TALENTED EDUCATION AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 
 
Driver Education  
 

A driver education course may be offered under the conditions set forth by the New York State 
Education Department. 
 
 
 

Education Law Section 806-a 
 
 
 
Gifted and Talented Students  
 

The Board of Education will provide appropriate educational programs for students identified as 
being gifted and talented after grade 3. 
 
 
 

Education Law Article 90 and Section 3204(2)(b) 
8 New York Code of Rules and Regulations 
(NYCRR) Section 142 

 
 
 
Physical Education Class  
 

All students, except those with medical excuses, shall participate in physical education in 
accordance with the Commissioner's Regulations. Any student whose condition precludes 
participation in a regular program shall be provided with adaptive physical education approved by the 
Commissioner of Education.   
 
 
 
 

Education Law Sections 803 and 3204  
8 New York Code of Rules and Regulations 
(NYCRR) Section 135.4 

 
 
 
Adopted:  6/11/01 
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SUBJECT: PATRIOTISM, CITIZENSHIP AND HUMAN RIGHTS EDUCATION 
 
 
In order to promote a spirit of patriotic and civil service and obligation, as well as to foster in students 
of the District moral and intellectual qualities which are essential in preparing them to meet the 
obligations of citizenship, the Board requires students attending District schools, over the age of eight 
(8) years, to attend instructional courses in patriotism, citizenship, and human rights issues, with 
particular attention to the study of the inhumanity of genocide, slavery, the Holocaust, and the mass 
starvation in Ireland from 1845 to 1850 (the “Irish Potato Famine”). 
 
The Board also directs that all students attending District schools in grades 8 through 12 receive 
instruction in the history, meaning, significance and effect of the United States Constitution, the New 
York State Constitution, and the Declaration of Independence. 
 
The curricula for such courses must include the subjects specified by the Board of Regents and be for 
the period of instruction, as mandated by the Regents, which is necessary in these subjects in each of 
the appropriate grades. 
 
One (1) week during each school year a uniform course of exercises shall be provided to teach 
students, in an age appropriate manner, the purpose, meaning and importance of the Bill of Rights 
Articles in the United States and New York State Constitutions.  These exercises shall be in addition to 
the above required courses. 
 
In addition, each School District that receives Federal Funds for a fiscal year shall hold an educational 
program on the United States Constitution on September 17th of each year for the students in the 
District to commemorate the September 17, 1787 signing of the Constitution, known as Constitution 
Day and Citizenship Day.  However, when September 17th falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or holiday, this 
day shall be held during the preceding or following week. 
 
The Board directs that the above named subjects, as mandated by law, be addressed in the instructional 
curricula provided by the District. 
 
      Education Law Section 801 
      Public Law 108-477 Section 111(b) 
 
 
 
 
Adopted:  9/12/05 
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SUBJECT: EVALUATION OF THE INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAM  
 
 

Evaluation may be concerned with the extent to which:   
 

a) Each student achieves in accordance with his/her ability;  
 

b) Each staff member performs at full potential;  
 

c) The total learning environment, including institutional processes, physical facilities, and 
the educational program, remains consistent with the needs of students and the larger 
society and contributes to the accomplishment of the goals of the school.   

 
The Board of Education expects staff members to maintain a continual program of evaluation at 

every level to determine the extent of progress toward the schools' objectives.  The Board of Education 
will periodically request the Superintendent to present factual information that it considers necessary 
to evaluate the effectiveness of the School System. 
 
 
 
 
 

8 New York Code of Rules and Regulations 
(NYCRR) Section 100.2(m) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adopted:  6/11/01 



         
 2007 8260 

 
     Page 1 of 4 
 

 Instruction 
 
 
 
 
 
SUBJECT: TITLE I PARENT INVOLVEMENT POLICY 
 
The Board of Education recognizes the rights of parents/persons in parental relation to be fully 
informed of all information relevant to their children, including children who participate in programs 
and projects funded by Title I. Therefore, the Board of Education encourages the participation of 
parents of students eligible for Title I services in all aspects of their child’s education, including the 
development and implementation of district programs, as well as activities and procedures that are 
designed to carry out No Child Left Behind (NCLB) parent involvement goals.  
 
District-Wide Parent Involvement Policy 
 
In order to facilitate parental participation, in accordance with NCLB requirements, as outlined in the 
Elementary and Secondary Education Act Section 6318(B), the District will: 
 

a) Involve parents in the joint development of the Title I Plan. If the plan is not satisfactory to 
the parents of children participating in Title I programs, the District will submit any parent 
comments to the State Education Department along with the District’s plan; 

 
b) Provide the coordination, technical assistance, and support necessary to assist participating 

schools in planning and implementing effective parent involvement activities to improve 
student academic achievement and school performance; 

 
c) Build the schools’ and parents’ capacity for strong parental involvement through 

implementing and encouraging participation in appropriate parental involvement activities; 
 
d) Coordinate and integrate parental involvement strategies under Title I with those of other 

programs including, but not limited to, the Headstart Program, the Reading First Program, 
Even Start Program, Parent Resource Centers and other programs; 

 
e) Conduct, with the involvement of parents, an annual evaluation of the content and 

effectiveness of the parental involvement policy in improving the academic quality of the 
Title I schools. The evaluation shall include identifying barriers to greater participation by 
parents in activities under the policy and use the findings of the evaluation to design 
strategies for more effective parental involvement and, to revise, if necessary, the parental 
involvement policies at the District and school levels; 

  
f) Involve parents in the activities of the Title I schools; 

 
(Continued) 
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SUBJECT: TITLE I PARENT INVOLVEMENT POLICY  (Cont'd.) 
 

g) Involve parents of children in Title I programs in decisions regarding how funds reserved 
for parental involvement activities are spent; 

 
School-Level Parent Involvement Policy 
 
In accordance with Section 6318(c), the Board of Education directs each school receiving Title I funds 
to ensure that a building level parental involvement plan is developed with the participation of that 
school’s parents. In addition to the goals stated above, each school building level plan will describe the 
details to: 
 

a) Convene an annual meeting, at a convenient time, to inform parents of their school's 
participation in Title I programs and to explain Title I requirements and the right of the 
parents to be involved. All parents of children participating in Title I programs will be 
invited and encouraged to attend the meeting, 

 
b) Offer a flexible number of meetings, such as meetings in the morning or evening; and may 

provide (with funds provided under this provision of law) transportation, child care, or 
home visits, as such services relate to parental involvement; 

 
c) Involve parents in an organized, ongoing, and timely way in the planning, review, and 

improvement of Title I programs, including the planning, review, and improvement of the 
school parental involvement policy.  

 
d) Provide parents of participating children with timely information about programs, a 

description and explanation of the curriculum in use in Title I programs, the forms of 
academic assessment used to measure student progress, the proficiency levels students are 
expected to meet, and if requested by parents, opportunities for regular meetings to 
formulate suggestions and to participate, as appropriate, in decisions relating to the 
education of their children and respond to any such suggestions as soon as practicably 
possible; and 

 
e) Develop a school-parent compact jointly with parents that outlines how the parents, school 

staff and students will share the responsibility for improved student academic achievement 
and detail the means by which the school and parents will build and develop a partnership 
to help all children achieve the state’s standards.  

 
f) The compact must include: 
 

1. A description of the school's responsibility to provide high-quality curriculum and 
instruction in a supportive and effective learning environment that enables the 
children served in Title I schools to meet the State's student academic achievement 
standards. 

(Continued) 
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SUBJECT: TITLE I PARENT INVOLVEMENT POLICY  (Cont'd.) 
 

2. A description of the ways in which each parent will be responsible for supporting their 
children's learning, such as monitoring attendance, homework completion, television 
watching, volunteering in their child's classroom and participating, as appropriate, in 
decisions relating to the education of their children and positive use of extracurricular 
time; and 

 
3. Address the importance of communication between teachers and parents on an 

ongoing basis including, but not limited to: 
 

(a) Parent-teacher conferences in elementary schools, at least annually, during 
which the compact shall be discussed as the compact relates to the individual 
child's achievement; 

 
(b) Frequent reports to parents on their children's progress; and  
 
(c) Reasonable access to staff, opportunities to volunteer and participate in their 

child's class, and observation of classroom activities. 
  

To ensure effective involvement of parents and to support a partnership among the school involved, 
parents, and the community in order to improve student academic achievement, the District and each 
school shall: 
 

a) Provide assistance to parents of children served by the District or school, in understanding 
such topics as the State’s academic content standards and State student academic 
achievement standards, State and local academic assessments, the requirements of this part, 
and how to monitor a child’s progress and work with educators to improve the achievement 
of their children; 

 
b) Provide materials and training to help parents to work with their children to improve their 

children’s achievement, such as literacy training and using technology, as appropriate, to 
foster parental involvement; 

  
c) Educate teachers, pupil services personnel, principals, and other staff, with the assistance of 

parents, in the value and utility of contribution of parents, and in how to reach out to, 
communicate with, and work with parents as equal partners, implement and coordinate 
parent programs, and build ties between parents and the school; 

  
(Continued) 
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SUBJECT: TITLE I PARENT INVOLVEMENT POLICY  (Cont'd.) 
 

d) Coordinate and integrate to the extent feasible and appropriate, parent involvement 
programs and activities with Head Start, Reading First, Early Reading First, Even Start, the 
Home Instruction Programs for Preschool Youngsters, the Parent as Teachers Program, and 
public preschool and other programs, and conduct other activities, such as parent resource 
centers, at encourage and support parents in more fully participating in the education of 
their children; 

  
e) Ensure that information related to school and parent programs, meetings, and other 

activities is sent to the parents of participating children in a format and, to the extent 
practicable, in a language the parents can understand. 

 
f) Shall provide such other reasonable support for parental involvement activities under this 

section as parents may request. 
 
In carrying out the parental involvement requirements, the District and schools, to the extent 
practicable, shall provide full opportunities for the participation of parents with limited English 
proficiency, parents with disabilities, and parents of migratory children, including providing 
information and school reports required under Section 6311 of the Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act in a format and, to the extent practicable, in a language such parents understand. 
 
Procedures for Filing Complaints/Appeals 
 
The District will disseminate free of charge to parents of children in Title I programs, and to 
appropriate private school officials or representatives, adequate information regarding the District’s 
written complaint procedures for resolving issues of violation(s) of a Federal statute or regulation that 
applies to Title I, Part A programs. 
 
*Comparability of Services 
 
The School District shall ensure equivalence among the schools in the District of the same grade span 
and levels of instruction with regard to teachers, administrators and auxiliary personnel as well as 
equivalence in the provision of curriculum materials and instructional supplies in Title I programs. 
 
*Required Policy on Comparability of Services for Districts that have more than one school with 
the same grade span. 
 
Title I of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA), as amended by the No Child 
Left Behind Act of 2001 
20 United States Code (USC) Sections 6318 and 6321 
34 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Parts 74-86 and 97-99, and 200 
 
Adopted: January 29, 2007 
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SUBJECT: INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNOLOGY 
 
 

The Board of Education recognizes its responsibility to further the District's educational goals 
through the use of appropriate and high quality technological materials and equipment.  For the 
purpose of this policy, technology refers to computers, interactive videodiscs, Compact Disc-Read 
Only Memory (CD-ROM) devices, local area networks, internet connectivity, satellite transmission 
and other telecommunications equipment. 
 

Continuing advances in technology are bringing about changes that have an increasing impact 
on the way we obtain, process, evaluate and use information. Therefore, the District is committed to: 
 

a) A comprehensive staff development program to ensure appropriate and effective use of 
technology.   

 
b) The preparation of students to utilize multiple types of technology. 

 
c) The integration of technology within and across all curriculum areas. 

 
d) The equitable distribution and access to technological equipment and materials for all 

students. 
 

e) The promotion of technology as an alternative to traditional methods of gathering, 
organizing and synthesizing information. 

 
f) The provision of sufficient funds, within the budgetary constraints of the Board, for the 

implementation of technology instruction. 
 

The Board directs the Superintendent or his/her designee to assess the technological needs of the 
District's instructional program, research and review current materials and make recommendations to 
the Board. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adopted:  6/11/01 
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SUBJECT: INTERNET USE 
 
 
 Internet access is now available to students and teachers in the Huntington Union Free School 
District ("District").  The District and Western Suffolk BOCES ("BOCES") are very pleased to access 
this service and believe that the Internet offers vast, diverse, and unique resources for both students 
and teachers.  The goal of the Board of Education in providing this service to teachers and students is 
to promote educational excellence in schools by facilitating resource sharing, innovation, and 
communication. 
 
 The Internet is an electronic highway connecting thousands of computers all over the world and 
millions of individual subscribers.  The key concept underlying the Internet is interconnectivity-
something that will allow administrators, teachers, and more importantly, students to access an 
unparalleled array of communication and information sources.  Students and teachers have access to 
general Internet tools including, but not limited to electronic mail (e-mail); Listservs:  UseNet News; 
File Transfer Protocol, (FTP); Telnet; Gopher and the World Wide Web.  The electronic search tools 
enable students and teachers to, for example: 
 

a) Communicate with people all over the world; 
b) Access information and news from NASA as well as the opportunity to correspond with 

scientists at NASA and other research institutions; 
c) Retrieve public domain software and shareware of all types; 
d) Join discussion groups on a plethora of topics ranging from Chinese to culture to the 

environment to music to politics; and 
e) Access many university library catalogs, the Library of Congress, and ERIC. 
 

  With access to computers and people all over the world also comes the availability of material 
that may not be considered to be of educational value in the context of the school setting.  As such, 
BOCES and the District have taken precautions to restrict access to controversial materials.  However, 
in a global network it is impossible to control all materials and an industrious user may discover 
controversial information.  We strongly believe, however, that the valuable information and 
interaction available on this worldwide network far outweighs the possibility that users may procure 
material that is not consistent with the educational goals of the District. 
 
  Internet access is coordinated through a complex association of government agencies, and 
regional and state networks.  In addition, the smooth operation of the network relies upon the proper 
conduct of the end users who must adhere to strict guidelines.  These guidelines are provided here so 
that the user is aware of their responsibilities. 
 
  In general, this requires efficient, ethical, and legal utilization of the network resources.  If a 
District user violates any of these provisions, his or her account will be terminated and future access to 
the Internet will sign a letter of user agreement.  Signature(s) is (are) legally binding and indicates the 
party (parties) who signed has (have) read the terms and conditions carefully and understand(s) their 
significance. 
 



         
(Continued) 
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SUBJECT: INTERNET USE  (Cont'd) 
 
 
Internet – Terms and Conditions 
 
Acceptable Use – The purpose of the Internet is to support research and education in and among 
academic institutions in the U.S. by providing access to unique resources and the opportunity for 
collaborative work.  The use of an account must be in support of education and research and consistent 
with the educational objectives of the District.  Use of another organization's network or computing 
resources must comply with the rules appropriate for that network.  Transmission of any material in 
violation of any U. S.  or state regulation is prohibited.  This includes, but is not limited to:  
copyrighted materials; threatening or obscene material; expressions of bigotry, racism, or hate; or 
material protected by trade secret.  Use for commercial activities is generally not acceptable.  Use for 
product advertisement or political lobbying is also prohibited. 
 
Privileges – The use of the Internet is a privilege, not a right, and inappropriate use will result in a 
cancellation of those privileges.  Each student who receives an account will be responsible for that 
account and its usage.  Therefore, under no circumstances should your account be shared with anyone 
other than the School District Internet coordinator.  Each student will also be required to attend an 
orientation session with a District faculty member pertaining to the proper use of the network.  
BOCES system administrators may close an account at any time as required.  The administration, 
faculty, and staff of the District may request the BOCES system administrator to deny, revoke, or 
suspend specific user accounts. 
 
Networking Etiquette – Internet users are expected to abide by the generally accepted rules of network 
etiquette.  These include, but are not limited to the following: 
 

a) Be polite.  Do not get abusive in your messages to others; 
 

b) Use appropriate language.  Do not swear, use vulgarities or any other inappropriate 
language.  Illegal activities are strictly forbidden; 

 
c) Do not reveal your personal address or phone number of students or colleagues; 

 
d) Note that electronic mail (e-mail) is not guaranteed to be private.  People who operate the 

system do have access to all mail.  Messages relating to or in support of illegal activities 
may be reported to the authorities; 

 
e) Do not use the network in such a way that you would disrupt the use of the network by 

other users; 
 

f) All communications and information accessible via the network should be assumed to be 
private. 
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SUBJECT: INTERNET USE (Cont'd). 
 
 
Warranties – Neither BOCES nor the District make any warranties of any kind, whether expressed or 
implied, for the service they are providing.  BOCES and the District specifically deny any 
responsibility for the accuracy or quality of information obtained through these services. 
 
Security – Security on any computer system is a high priority, especially when the system involves 
many users.  If a security problem has been identified on the Internet, the user should notify a BOCES 
system administrator or your District Internet Coordinator.  The problem should not be identified to 
other users.  Attempts to log on to the Internet as a system administrator will result in cancellation of 
user privileges.  Any user identified as compromising the security of the system or having a history of 
problems with other computer systems may be denied access to the Internet. 
 
Vandalism – Vandalism will result in cancellation of privileges.  Vandalism is defined as any 
malicious attempt to harm or destroy data of another user, Internet, or any above listed agencies or 
other networks that are connected to the Internet.  The includes, but is not limited to, uploading or 
creation of computer viruses. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adopted:  6/11/01 
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SUBJECT: INSTRUCTION FOR STUDENTS WITH LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENCY 
 
 

The Board of Education recognizes its responsibility to ensure that students of foreign birth or 
ancestry, who have limited English proficiency, are provided with an appropriate program of bilingual 
transitional education or a free-standing program of instruction composed of English as a Second 
Language component. Regulations and procedures shall be developed pursuant to the Regulations of 
the Commissioner to: 
 

a) Identify those students with limited English proficiency by means of a diagnostic screening 
of new entrants and provide a program of bilingual education or English as a Second 
Language for eligible students. A plan shall be developed to meet the educational needs of 
each student and proficiency will be measured annually by a language assessment 
instrument in order to determine further participation by a student. The plan will include 
assessment of each student's performance in content areas to measure the student's 
academic progress. State mandated tests may be offered in a student's native language. 

 
b) Ensure that such students have access to appropriate instructional and support services, 

including guidance programs pursuant to Commissioner's Regulations and the opportunity 
to participate in District educational programs, including all existing extracurricular 
programs and activities, which are available to all other students enrolled in the public 
schools of the District. 

 
A student whose score on an English language assessment instrument as specified in Section 

154.2(a) of the Commissioner's Regulations is a result of a disability shall be provided special 
education programs and services in accordance with the individualized education program (IEP) 
developed for such student and shall also be eligible for services pursuant to Part 154 of the 
Commissioner's Regulations when these services are recommended in the IEP. 
 

The parent/guardian of a student identified as limited English proficient shall be informed in 
his/her native language, if necessary, of the student's placement in an instructional program. 
 

The Superintendent shall ensure that all data required by the Commissioner's Regulations is 
submitted to the State Education Department in a timely manner. 
 
 
 
 

Education Law Section 3204(2)(2-a) 
8 New York Code of Rules and Regulations 
(NYCRR) Sections 80.9, 100.2(g), 117, and 154 

 
 
 
Adopted:  6/11/01 
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SUBJECT: PURPOSES OF INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS 
 
 

The purpose of instructional materials shall be to implement, enrich, and support the educational 
program of the school. 
 

Instructional materials should contribute to the development of positive social and intellectual 
values of the students. 
 

The Board of Education shall provide the faculty and students in the District with such 
instructional materials as are educationally needed and financially feasible to make the instructional 
program meaningful to students of all levels of ability.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Education Law Section 701  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adopted:  6/11/01 
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SUBJECT: SELECTION OF LIBRARY AND AUDIOVISUAL MATERIALS  
 
 

The Board of Education agrees that the responsibility of the school library is:  
 

a) To provide materials that will enrich and support the curriculum, taking into consideration 
the varied interests, abilities and maturity levels of the students served.  

 
b) To provide materials that will stimulate growth in factual knowledge, literary appreciation, 

aesthetic values and ethical standards. 
 

c) To provide a background of information that will enable students to make intelligent 
judgments in their daily lives. 

 
d) To provide materials on opposing sides of controversial issues so that young citizens may 

develop, under guidance, the practice of critical reading and thinking. 
 

e) To provide materials representative of the many religious, ethnic, and cultural groups and 
their contribution to our American heritage. 

 
f) To place principle above personal opinion and reason above prejudice in the selection of 

materials of the highest quality in order to assure a comprehensive collection appropriate 
for the users of the library. 

 
In interpreting these principles, the following will apply:  

 
a) Broad and varied collections will be developed systematically by the librarian and the 

audiovisual specialist, based on recommendations of the professional staff and suggestions 
of students and parents. Final approval will be made by the building principal. 

 
b) Qualitative standards of selection involving factual accuracy, authoritativeness, artistic 

quality and appeal will be applied by librarians and audiovisual specialists before 
purchases are made. 

 
c) Materials will not be excluded because of the race, nationality, political opinions or 

religious views of the author. 
 

d) Materials will be continuously re-evaluated in relation to changing curriculum and 
instructional needs. Worn out, out-dated materials will be discarded. 

 
 

Rules of the Board of Regents Section 21.4 
 
 
Adopted:  6/11/01 



         
 2001 8330  

 
 

 Instruction  
 
 
 
 
 
 
SUBJECT: OBJECTION TO INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS  
 
 

Any criticism of instructional materials that are in the schools should be submitted in writing to 
the Superintendent. The Board of Education will be informed. A committee, including the librarian 
and building principal, will be designated by the Superintendent to investigate and judge the 
challenged material according to the principles and qualitative standards stated in Policy #8320. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adopted:  6/11/01 
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SUBJECT: CONTROVERSIAL ISSUES  
 
 

Controversial issues may be studied as part of the curriculum and teachers shall present these 
issues in their classrooms in an impartial and objective manner.   
 

Teachers or administrators wishing to call upon outside speakers in the presentation of 
controversial issues are required to obtain the approval of their immediate supervisor who shall keep 
in mind the obligation for presenting opposing views as well, and who shall inform the Superintendent 
prior to the presentation.   
 

It is recognized that parents and citizens of the community have a right to protest to the school 
administration when convinced that unfair and biased presentations are being made by the teacher.  In 
considering such protests, the Superintendent of Schools shall provide for a hearing so that both 
parties may fairly express their views. If requested, the Superintendent's decision may be appealed to 
the Board of Education. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adopted:  6/11/01 
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SUBJECT: CURRICULUM AREAS IN CONFLICT WITH RELIGIOUS BELIEFS  
 
 

A student may be excused from the study of specific materials if these materials are in conflict 
with the religion of his/her parents or guardian. Alternatives may be provided that are of instructional 
value.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Education Law Section 3204(5) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adopted:  6/11/01 
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SUBJECT: TEXTBOOKS/WORKBOOKS  
 
 

The term "textbook" shall refer to a book supplied to a student for a fixed period of time for 
his/her personal use and basic to the study of a subject.  
 

The Board of Education shall make provision for funds to be budgeted for the purchase of 
textbooks and related instructional materials.  
 

Upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the Board of Education shall 
designate the textbooks to be used. 
 
Textbooks for Resident Students Attending Private Schools  
 

Resident students attending private schools will be supplied non-sectarian textbooks in 
accordance with the requirements of Education Law. 
 
Workbooks 
 

The Board of Education shall approve the expenditure of funds for the purchase of workbooks 
and manuals.  
 

The term "workbook" shall refer to the type of book that provides spaces to write in and is 
consumed each year. It is usually paper-covered and designed to be used in connection with a 
textbook.  
 
 

Education Law Section 701 et seq. 
 
 
Lost Books 
 
 In the case of a lost of damaged book, the building principal will insure that a fine is assigned, 
the parent is notified, and a receipt issued for any money collected. 
 
 Lost book money is always deposited in the General Account.  Should the student find his book 
after having paid, his refund must be made by check through the pay order system.  Cash refunds are 
prohibited. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adopted:  6/11/01 



         
 2001 8350 

 
 

 Instruction 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SUBJECT: USE OF COPYRIGHTED MATERIALS 
 
 

It is the intent of the Board of Education to abide by the provisions of the United States 
Copyright Law (Title 17 United States Code Section 101 et seq.).   
 

All employees are prohibited from copying materials not specifically allowed by the copyright 
law, fair use guidelines, licenses or contractual agreements, or the permission of the copyright 
proprietor.   
 

Any employee who willfully disregards the copyright policy shall be in violation of Federal 
Copyright Laws and District policy and shall assume all liability.   
 

A copyright officer may be appointed by the Superintendent to provide information for all 
personnel regarding current copyright law and to maintain copyright records.   
 

Regulations and procedures shall be developed by the administration detailing what can and 
cannot be copied. Appropriate copyright notices will be placed on or near all equipment used for 
duplication.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Title 17 United States Code (USC)  
Section 101 et seq. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adopted:  6/11/01 
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SUBJECT: SCHOOL CALENDAR AND SCHOOL DAY 
 
 
School Calendar 
 

The Superintendent shall be responsible for the preparation of a school calendar to be presented 
to the Board for adoption.   
 
School Day 
 

The school day shall be set by the Superintendent with approval of the Board.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Education Law Sections 3204(4)  and 3604(7)(8) 
8 New York Code of Rules and Regulations 
(NYCRR) Section 175.5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adopted:  6/11/01 
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SUBJECT: OPENING EXERCISES  
 
 

The Board directs the administration to include the Pledge of Allegiance as part of the opening 
exercises in all the schools.  
 
 
 
 
 

Education Law Section 802 
8 New York Code of Rules and Regulations 
(NYCRR) Section 108.5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adopted:  6/11/01 
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SUBJECT: INDEPENDENT STUDY  
 
 

Independent study, for credit, will be available to meet special individual needs of students in 
grades nine (9) through twelve (12).  Credit shall be granted only for courses in the approved 
curriculum.  
 

Regulations to implement this policy shall be developed under the direction of the high school 
principal. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8 New York Code of Rules and Regulations 
(NYCRR) Section 100.5(d)(1) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adopted:  6/11/01 
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SUBJECT: HOMEWORK 
 
 

The Board of Education acknowledges the educational value of homework as an adjunct to and 
extension of the instructional program of the schools.  For the purposes of this policy, "homework" 
shall refer to those assignments to be prepared by the student outside of the school or independently 
while in attendance at school.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adopted:  6/11/01 
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SUBJECT: HOME TUTORING  (TEMPORARY INSTRUCTION)  
 
 

Resident children attending public or non-public schools who qualify for home tutoring due to a 
long term illness or disability shall be provided with such instruction in accordance with New York 
State Education Law and Commissioner's Regulations.  
 

Procedures for students requiring home tutoring shall be developed under the direction of the 
Superintendent or his/her designee. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Education Law Sections 1604(20),  
1709(24), 3202, and 4401 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adopted:  6/11/01 
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SUBJECT: FIELD TRIPS  
 
 

The Board of Education recognizes that field trips are an educationally sound and important 
ingredient in the instructional program of the schools.   
 

For purposes of this policy, a field trip shall be defined as any journey by a group of students 
away from the school premises, under the supervision of a teacher, which is an integral part of an 
approved course of study and conducted for the purpose of affording a first-hand educational 
experience not available in the classroom.   
 

Field trips are a part of the curriculum of the schools and attendance on field trips is governed 
by the same rules as attendance at regular classroom activities.  The School System shall obtain 
written permission for students going on school-sponsored field trips. 
 

The Superintendent shall prepare procedures for the operation of a field  trip activity.  Field trip 
support shall be determined annually by the Board during its budget deliberations.  Regardless of the 
fiscal support for field trips, the rules of the School District for approval and conduct of such trips 
shall apply.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adopted:  6/11/01 
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SUBJECT: HOME INSTRUCTION  (PERMANENT INSTRUCTION) 
 
 

From time to time, parents will choose to instruct their children at home.  The School District will 
attempt to cooperate with parents who wish to provide home schooling for their children realizing that 
the child who is educated at home should receive an education in a manner consistent with an 
educational plan and at least substantially equivalent to that given to minors of like age and attainments 
in the local public schools.  The required subjects should be taught in a competent, systematic, and 
sequential manner, specifically in relation to the basic core curriculum of reading, mathematics, and 
writing.   
 

Appropriate regulations and procedures will be developed.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

8 New York Code of Rules and Regulations 
(NYCRR) Section 100.10  
Education Law Sections 3204, 3205,  
3210, and 3212 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adopted:  6/11/01 
 


