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Featuring      works of art by high school students
On View Saturday, March 31 - Sunday, April 22, 2012
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About theExhibition
This exhibition features work by art students in grades 9 through 
12 from public and private schools throughout Nassau and Suffolk 
Counties.  Developed by museum educators, who work in partnership 
with art instructors from participating schools, this is the only juried 
exhibition on Long Island that offers high school students the 
opportunity to show their artwork in an art museum.

Long Island's Best is a comprehensive arts-in-education program 
that integrates experiences in The Heckscher Museum and the art 
classroom, culminating with the presentation of students’ original 
works juried by a museum professional.  Over the past 16 years, 
the program has grown to become a prestigious opportunity for high 
school art students.  
  

This year, 48 public and private schools submitted students’ work for 
Long Island’s Best.  More than 300 student entries were received and 
Curator Lisa Chalif selected 81 for display in the galleries. 

Student Artist Statements
The object label alongside each artwork includes 
an artist statement written by the student to 
explain the thought process and artistic journey 
from conception to completion.  An image of the 
work of art that was on view in the Museum is 
also provided so visitors may see the connections 
students made between the professional work and 
their own creative efforts.

NEW! Watch interviews with select exhibiting students.  
Select object labels in the exhibition feature QR codes. 
Scan the code to watch an interview with the student.



Finding Inspiration  in the Museum
Students found inspiration in 
artwork on view during the 2011-
2012 school year.  Through close 
observation, discussion and hands-
on activities, students learned 
to make connections between 
artwork on view in the Museum 
and their own experiences.  

Each student selected a work of art 
in one of the following exhibitions 
to inspire an original work of art:

Earth Matters featured installations 
by five Long Island artists who explore 
our experience of the environment in 
installations created from natural and 
recycled man-made materials. 

Across Time & Place: Treasures from the 
Permanent Collection* features artwork dating 
from the 16th century to the present.  

Ripped: The Allure of Collage featured 
48 collages by a diverse range of European and 
American artists demonstrated the medium’s broad 
and surprising power. 

New York, New York commemorated 
the 10th anniversary of 9/11, paying 
tribute to New York City and the courage 
of her people.  New York’s allure was      
celebrated in a wide selection of works.

Coming of Age in America: The Photography 
of Joseph Szabo presented a dual portrait of 
adolescence on Long Island and summers on the 
iconic Jones Beach.

A Way with Words: Text in Art* gives new 
meaning to the cliche “a picture is worth a thousand 
words.”  This exhibition explores the many ways that 
artists use words, lettering, and numbers.

*This exhibition is currently on view in the south galleries.
See back cover for image credits.



Highlights  from the Exhibition

Above (clockwise from top left): Kerrilyn McDonald, Repurposed Wooden Table, 2012, Tree trunk 
and glass, Ward Melville HS, Art Teacher: James Swierupski; Sharmila Hossain, Stripped by the 
Hands of Society, 2012, Oil on canvas, Division Avenue HS, Art Teacher: Timothy Ryan; Brett 
Kirschner, A Window to the Soul [detail], 2012, Mixed media, Half Hollow Hills HS East, Art 
Teacher: Allyson Uttendorfer; Shiyun (Ella) Xue, Once They Were Alive [detail], 2012, Mixed 
media, Valley Stream North HS, Art Teacher: Allan Nafte; Shaina Tabak, War Flowers [detail], 
2012, Acrylic on canvas, Syosset HS, Art Teacher: Damon Tommolino; Nicholas Bottiglieri, String 
Theory [detail], 2012, Mixed media, Bellport HS, Art Teacher: Brandon Payne.      



Photographs of ALL STUDENT ARTWORK
in the exhibition will be posted in a photo album.

VIEW & SHARE YOUR ARTWORK ONLINE!
      

 The Heckscher Museum is on

us today!

Full-Color Exhibition Catalogue
COMING SOON!

Scan the code
or visit https://www.facebook.com/Heckscher.org

Spread the Word  about your Artwork

This exhibition catalogue will feature
full-color images of ALL student artwork

in the exhibition as well as
student artist statements.

Each exhibiting artist and his/her art teacher
will be mailed one complimentary catalogue

as soon as they are available.

Additional copies will be available for purchase.
Limited availability.  Call 631.351.3250 for more information.

Special thanks to Inna Gellerman, DDS, Children and Adult Orthodontics,
for funding the 2012 Long Island's Best exhibition catalogue.



Exhibiting Artists 2012
Samantha Abruzzo, Kings Park HS
Jeffrey Allen, Syosset HS
Noreen Arshad, Amityville HS
Michela Bentel, The Long Island Academy of Fine Art
Andrew Borgese, Floral Park Memorial HS - Harold Kleinpeter Achievement Award
Chelsea Borsack, Oceanside HS
Nicholas Bottiglieri, Bellport HS
Tara Brady, Patchogue-Medford HS - Honorable Mention
Kyle Brennan, Connetquot HS
Shannon Carey, Sonderling HS
Megan Cassidy, Bellport HS - Renzo S. Bianchi Scholarship Award/Honorable Mention
Yirang Choi, Ashcan Studio of Art, Inc.
Evan Cirino, Cold Spring Harbor HS
Jennifer Combs, Mount Sinai HS
Christie Conk, North Babylon HS
Melissa Conklin, Valley Stream South HS
Kimberly Cooper, Cold Spring Harbor HS - Achievement in Pen and Ink
Brittany Cutrone, Bayport-Blue Point HS
Azha Daniels, Amityville Memorial HS
Olivia Deschler, Long Beach HS - Fourth Place
Stacey Dinkel, West Babylon HS
Emily Doglio, Division Avenue HS
Jack Drew, Baldwin Senior HS
Tevin Foster, Ross High School
Phillip Gladkov, Walt Whitman HS - First Place
Francesca Gray, Huntington HS - Renzo S. Bianchi Scholarship Award
Zachary Harragan, Sayville HS - Renzo S. Bianchi Scholarship Award 
Danielle Heyder, Bayport-Blue Point HS
Nikki Horowitz, Half Hollow Hills HS East
Sharmila Hossain, Division Avenue HS
Nicole Jannetti, MacArthur HS
Spencer Kaplan, Half Hollow Hills HS East - Honorable Mention
Kristin Kempa, Wantagh HS
Serena Kim, Ashcan Studio of Art, Inc.
Brett Kirschner, Half Hollow Hills HS East
Cynthia Lau, Hicksville HS - Donald G. Horn, Jr. Achievement Award
Lauren LiBrizzi, Long Beach HS - Allan H. Altman Achievement Award
Alex Lotz, Northport HS
Kelly Louie, W. T. Clarke HS
Caroline Lupardo, Walt Whitman HS
Ashton Mallardi, Cold Spring Harbor HS - Renzo S. Bianchi Scholarship Award



Devin Mammone, Cold Spring Harbor HS
Natalie Marcianó, Our Lady of Mercy Academy
Antonia Marrero, Ward Melville HS
Kerrilyn McDonald, Ward Melville HS - Second Place
Christina Menendez, Bellport HS - Renzo S. Bianchi Scholarship Award
Christopher Minafo, Locust Valley HS
Alexandra Monks, Cold Spring Harbor HS
Roxana Moreira, Huntington HS
Samantha Murphy, Syosset HS - Achievement in Photography
Amanda Nagy, Hicksville HS
Raissa Oliveira-Silva, Commack HS - Renzo S. Bianchi Scholarship Award
Lorelei Olk, Sayville HS
Robert Penagos, Hicksville HS
Brianna Perdue, Half Hollow Hills HS East - Honorable Mention
Daniella Plasterer, Half Hollow Hills HS West
Samantha Polins, Bellport HS
Kevin Pugh, Wantagh HS
Catherine Radziul, Our Lady of Mercy Academy
Zanali Razvi, Floral Park Memorial HS
Shannon Reilly, Walt Whitman HS
Ashley Riordan, West Islip HS
Melissa Robinson, John F. Kennedy HS - Achievement in Painting
Allen Saltzman, Plainview-Old Bethpage JFK HS
Valentino Sammarone, Valley Stream South HS
Molly Samuel, Half Hollow Hills HS East
Elizabeth Schmitz, Our Lady of Mercy - Donald & Gloria Horn Achievement Award
Victoria Sica, Cold Spring Harbor HS
Amber Simson, Elmont Memorial HS
Minjung Son, Ashcan Studio of Art, Inc.
Kimberly Stallone, West Babylon HS
Shaina Tabak, Syosset HS
Sara Taheri, Locust Valley HS - Achievement in Colored Pencil
Kara Talve, Huntington HS - Third Place
Hayley Torswick, Division Avenue HS
Toni Weathers, West Babylon HS
Jordan Weinstein, Roslyn HS
Craig White, Nassau BOCES Long Island HS for the Arts
Shiyun (Ella) Xue, Valley Stream North HS
Andrea Zuart, Oceanside HS
Advanced Placement Studio Art Class, Wantagh HS

Congratulations to all exhibiting artists!



Amityville Memorial High School
Amityville Union Free School District
Dr. Scott Andrews, Principal
Frances Fernandez, Dir. of Fine Arts
Steve Carbo, Art Teacher
Jayne Grasso, Art Teacher
Nidia Keaveny, Art Teacher
Barbara Lark, Art Teacher

The Ashcan Studio of Art, Inc.
Little Neck, New York
Monica Carrier, Director/Instructor
Matthew Capezzuto, Instructor

Baldwin Senior High School
Baldwin Union Free School District
Susan Knorrs, Principal
Ed Chiarella, Dir. of Art & Music
Nicole Flynn, Art Teacher
Michelle Kelly, Art Teacher

Bayport-Blue Point High School
Bayport-Blue Point School District
Dr. Tim Hearney, Principal
Paul Weber, Chairperson of Art & Music
Frank Salino, Art Teacher

Bellport High School
South Country Central School District
B. Soete, Principal
Suzette Fandale, Art Chairperson 
Lisa Conk, Art Teacher
Brandon Payne, Art Teacher

Chaminade High School
Mineola, New York
Bro. Joseph Bellizzi, S.M., Principal
Frank Marenghi, Chairman of Fine Arts

Cold Spring Harbor High School
CSH Union Free School District
Jay Matuk, Principal
Andria McLaughlin, Art Department Chair
Laura Cirino, Art Teacher
Kristine Levy, Art Teacher
Christine Oswald, Art Teacher

Commack High School
Commack School District
Catherine Nolan, Principal
Paul Infante, Dir. of Art
Frank Musto, Art Teacher

Connetquot High School
Connetquot Central School District
Gregory Murtha, Principal
Jon-Michael Lasher, Dir. of Fine Art & Music
John Hargrave, Art Teacher
Dave Pascarella, Art Teacher

Deer Park High School
Deer Park Union Free School District
James Cummings, Principal
Dr. Jeff Dailey, Dir. of Fine & Performing Arts
Derek Mainhart, Art Teacher 

Division Avenue High School
Levittown Union Free School District
Dr. Francesco Ianni, Principal
Frank Creter, Art Department Chairperson
Stacy Roth, Art Teacher
Timothy Ryan, Art Teacher

Elmont Memorial High School
Sewanhaka Central High School District
John Capozzi, Principal
Chris Yee, Art Department Chairperson
Katrin Marino, Art Teacher
Catherine Nolan, Art Teacher

Floral Park Memorial High School
Sewanhaka Central High School District
Kathy Sottile, Principal
Cassandra Papajohn, District Art Coordinator
Sydell Glasser, Art Teacher

Half Hollow Hills High School East
Half Hollow Hills Union Free School District
Dr. Jeffrey Woodberry, Principal
Salvatore Randazzo, Dir. of Art & Music
Kimberly Norris, Art Teacher
Allyson Uttendorfer, Art Teacher

Acknowledgements
Students from 48 high schools across Nassau and Suffolk Counties 
submitted artwork for jurying for the 2012 exhibition.  Thank you 
to all of the participating schools, administrators, and teachers.  
Without your support, this exhibition would not be possible.



Half Hollow Hills High School West
Half Hollow Hills Union Free School District
Wayne Ebanks, Principal
Salvatore Randazzo, Dir. of Art & Music
Jennifer Ievolo, Art Teacher

Hauppauge High School
Hauppauge Union Free School District
Christine O'Connor, Principal
Josephine Gallarello, Dir. of Fine & Perf. Arts
Patricia DiMasi-Coppola, Art Teacher

Hicksville High School
Hicksville Union Free School District
Brijinder Singh, Principal
Philip Grusenmeyer, Supervisor of Fine Arts
Cynthia Appold, Art Teacher
Beth Atkinson, Art Teacher
Joan Deem, Art Teacher
Angela Galante, Art Teacher

Holy Trinity Diocesan High School
Hicksville, New York
B. Fennell, Principal
Michael Ware, Art Department Chairperson
Jackie Kelshaw, Art Teacher
Liz Losito, Art Teacher

Huntington High School
Huntington Union Free School District
Carmela Leonardi, Principal
Joan Fretz, Dir. of Fine Art
Kasmira Mohanty, Art Teacher
Kristin Singer, Art Teacher

John F. Kennedy High School
Bellmore Union Free School District
Lorraine Poppe, Principal
Dr. Meador Pratt, Assistant Principal
Vanessa Albaneze, Art Teacher
Lisa Federici, Art Teacher

Kings Park High School
Kings Park Union Free School District
Lino Bracco, Principal
Susan Guasp, Art Teacher
Linda Lopez, Art Teacher

Lawrence Woodmere Academy
Woodmere, New York
Alan Bernstein, Headmaster
Terri Rubenstein, Arts Curriculum Coordinator
Dawn Shillalies, Upper School Art Teacher

Locust Valley High School
Locust Valley Central School District
Dr. Kieran McGuire, Principal
H. Hogan, Assistant Principal, Middle School
Donna Chaplin, Art Teacher
Linda DeFeo, Art Teacher

Long Beach High School
Long Beach Union Free School District
G. Passi, Principal
Dr. Dale Johanson, Dir. of Comprehensive Arts
Nora Bellsey, Art Teacher
Rosemary Farrell-Garde, Art Teacher
AnnMarie Pulice, Art Teacher
Sue Solomonic, Art Teacher

The Long Island Academy of Fine Art
Glen Cove, New York
Robert Armetta, Founder/Director
Leeanna Chipana, Instructor 

MacArthur High School
Levittown Union Free School District 
Kathleen Valentino, Principal
Frank Creter, Art Chairperson
Lynn Spinnato, Art Teacher

Mount Sinai High School
Mount Sinai School District
Robert Grable, Principal
Stephen Mantone, Dir. of Music & Applied Arts
Joan Branca, Art Teacher

Nassau BOCES Long Island HS for the Arts
Syosset, New York
Ava Favara, Principal
Rae Raff, Art Department Coordinator

North Babylon High School
North Babylon Union Free School District
Raymond Williams, Principal
Dr. Kim Lowenberg-Coyne, Dir. of Art
Karen Kennely, Art Teacher
Tobi Shinnick, Art Teacher

Northport High School
Northport-East Northport School District
Irene McLaughlin, Principal
Julia Lang-Shapiro, Art Department Chair
Craig Mateyunas, Art Teacher
Margaret Minardi, Art Teacher
Constance Wolf, Art Teacher

Oceanside High School
Oceanside School District
Mark Secaur, Principal
Robert Brase, Dir. of Fine & Performing Arts
Jennifer Bonilla, Art Teacher
Danielle Casquarelli, Art Teacher
Kristin Gemino, Art Teacher
Nanci Nigro, Art Teacher

Our Lady of Mercy Academy
Syosset, New York
Sr. Helen Lyons & Joan Gordon, Co-Principals
Jody Spadaro, Chairperson of Fine Arts



Patchogue-Medford High School
Patchogue-Medford School District
Dr. Randy Rusielewicz, Principal
Kelly Good, Dir. of Fine Arts
Gary Lester, Art Teacher
Michael Scholz, Art Teacher

Plainview-Old Bethpage JFK High School
P.O.B. Union Free School District
James Murray, Principal
Dr. Judith Chen, District Dir. of Art
Warren Jacobson, Art Teacher
Carla Loeven, Art Teacher
Rochelle Morgan, Art Teacher
Karen Smith, Art Teacher

Portledge School
Locust Valley, New York
Steve Hahn, Principal
Doris Benter, Art Department Head
John Greene, Art Teacher

Roslyn High School
Roslyn Union Free School District
Kevin Scanlon, Principal
Jay Pilnik, Assistant Principal
Richard Ritter, Art Teacher

Ross High School
Brentwood Union Free School District
Richard Loeschner, Principal
Janet Velasquez, District Art Coordinator
Kristin Grossi, Art Teacher

Sayville High School
Sayville Union Free School District
Ronald Hoffer, Principal
Debra Urso, Art Department Chairperson
Evan Hammer, Art Teacher

Sonderling High School
Brentwood Union Free School District
Richard Loeschner, Principal
Janet Velasquez, District Art Coordinator
Kristin Grossi, Art Teacher
Jillian Haug, Art Teacher

Syosset High School
Syosset Central District
Jon Durante, Acting Principal
Michael Salzman, Coord. of Fine & Perf. Arts
Chrysoula Sandel, Art Teacher
Damon Tommolino, Art Teacher

Valley Stream North High School
Valley Stream Central High School District
Clifford Odell, Principal
Todd Holly, District Art & Music Coordinator

Valley Stream North High School (continued)
Allan Nafte, Art Teacher

Valley Stream South High School
Valley Stream Central High School District
Maureen Henry, Principal
Todd Holly, District Art & Music Coordinator
Ed Lee, Art Teacher
Paulette Lowe, Art Teacher
Roseann Valletti, Art Teacher

W. T. Clarke High School
East Meadow School District
Timothy Voels, Principal
Abby Behr, Dir. of Music & Art
Heather Anastasio, Art Coordinator
Jane Pawlowski, Art Teacher
Shari Zimmerman, Art Teacher

Walt Whitman High School
South Huntington Union Free School District
Kathleen Acker, Principal
Vincent D’Ulisse, Supervisor of Fine Arts 
Verna Amakawa, Art Teacher
Mary Ponte, Art Teacher

Wantagh High School
Wantagh Union Free School District
Carolyn Breivogel, Principal
Paul Sulkin, Supervisor of Fine & Perf. Arts
Keith Hunter, Art Teacher
Pat Beary, Art Teacher
Michele Librett, Art Teacher
Amy Sue McPartlan, Art Teacher

Ward Melville High School
Three Village Central School District
Dr. Alan Baum, Principal
Jennifer Trettner, Art Department Chair
Kristen Dietz, Art Teacher
Stephanie DiLorenzo, Art Teacher
Jennifer Mullany, Art Teacher
Jim Swierupski, Art Teacher

West Babylon High School
West Babylon Union Free School District
Dr. Ellice Vassarro, Principal
Barbara Kelly, H.S. Art & Music Chairperson
Paul Bryan, Art Teacher
Christine Iaquinto, Art Teacher

West Islip High School
West Islip Union Free School District
Dr. Anthony Bridgeman, Principal
Bernie Jones, Dir. of Art, Dance & Music
Annette Musteric, Art Teacher
Linda Marino, Art Teacher

Acknowledgements (continued)



The Heckscher Museum of Art would like to say

The school districts, administrators, teachers, and most of all the students 
who have made this year’s exhibition a success.  Your unwavering dedication 
to this annual initiative has made Long Island’s Best one of the most 
prestigious opportunities for young artists on Long Island.

Lisa Chalif, Curator of Exhibitions and Collections, for her expertise, time 
and energy in curating this year’s exhibition.  

Lynette Bianchi and the members of the Renzo S. Bianchi family for their 
support of talented Suffolk County high school artists.

Inna Gellerman, DDS, Children and Adult Orthodontics, for sponsoring this 
exhibition in part and generously providing additional funding for the first 
annual Long Island's Best exhibition catalogue.

Christine Machtay for her donation of the Donald and Gloria Horn and 
Donald G. Horn, Jr. Achievement Awards.  Joy Weiner for her donation 
of the Allan H. Altman Achievement Award. Charlotte Kleinpeter for her 
donation of the Harold Kleinpeter Achievement Award. 

Douglas Robinson from The UP Studio for photographing each work of art 
in the exhibition for the 2012 Long Island's Best exhibition catalogue.

Charleen Turner, member of The Heckscher Museum of Art Education 
Committee, for dedicating her time and energy to recording exhibiting artist 
interviews for the QR codes on select object labels.
 

Museum staff members for their hard work and dedication: William Titus, 
Registrar, and Pete Pantaleo, Museum Preparator.

Amanda Reilly, Erik Fox-Jackson and George Rottkamp, Visual 
Communications students at Farmingdale State College under the 
instruction of Professor Wayne Krush, for designing the 2012 Long Island's 
Best invitation and web graphic.

Dr. Bette Schneiderman, Trustee and Chair of Education Committee, The 
Heckscher Museum of Art, and all Education Committee members.

The Heckscher Museum of Art receives generous support from
the Town of Huntington.  

Thank You to



2 Prime Avenue
Huntington, NY 11743

631.351.3250
www.heckscher.org

Education & Public Programs
Department Staff

Joy Weiner
Director of Education & Public Programs

Kristina Seekamp
Associate Director of Education

Sarah Salamone
Museum Educator

Additional entries may be earned by participating in the Museum's 
School Discovery Programs during the  2012-2013 school year.  

Questions?  Call 631.351.3214 or e-mail seekamp@heckscher.org.

Get involved in Long Island's Best 2013!

To participate in this program, students must register through their 
schools.  Each school must complete a School Participation Form 
and pay a non-refundable $20 registration fee in the fall.  This 
entitles a school to four student entries, created and selected under 
the guidance of the art teacher.  

PORTFOLIO DEVELOPMENT SERIES for
High School Students: October 2012

Putting your portfolio together?
This series is designed to help high school 
art students develop their portfolios for 
college admissions.  Students are invited 
to attend one or more sessions. 

FREE ADMISSION		

How do you begin to develop a portfolio for college 
admissions?  An Admissions Counselor from the 
School of Visual Arts will answer this question and 
more to help you develop a strong portfolio.

Bring your portfolio for a one-on-one evaluation by professional admissions 
counselors from colleges and universities on these two evenings.

Call 631.351.3250 for up-to-date information.  

Portfolio Review Nights I & II

Portfolio Advice Evening

On Finding Inspiration in the Museum page
(top to bottom): Students explore artwork in A Way with 

Words: Text in Art; Thea Lanzisero, Tend, 2011
[outdoor detail], Bamboo, jute rope, steel armature 

installation;  Joseph Szabo, Rolling Stone Salute,
1978, Photograph; William Richard Crutchfield,

Help [detail], 1972, Serigraph on paper.


